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"His work is unique in Canada, characterized by jagged, nervous rhythms and 
a powerfully exotic or surreal imagination" 


Tom Marshall 


Miss Angela Dickinsen of Tucson 
tall legs like a dancer 

set the 80's style 

by shaving them hairless 

keeps saying 

I'm too tall for you Billy 

but we walk around a bit 

buy a bottle and she stands 
showing me her thighs 

look Billy look at this 

she folded on the sheet 

tapping away at her knees 

leans back waving feet at me 
catching me like a butterfly 

in the shaved legs in her Tucson room 


Michael Ondaatje was born in Ceylon, has lived in England, Lennoxville, Kingston, 


London, Ontario, and now Toronto, where he teaches at Clendon College of York 
University. 


His books are: 


The Dainty Monsters (Coach House, 1967) 
The Man with Seven Toes (Coach House, 1969) 


The Collected Works of Billy the Kid (Anansi, 1970) 
The last of which is a collection of "left handed poems," a collection made up 
of poems, prose, photographs, reminiscenses, dialogues, popular literature, 


testimony, relating to Billy the Kid, source materials "edited , rephrased, 
slightly reworked," perhaps an undefinable book. 


In 1971, Michael Ondaatje won the Governor General's Award. 


In 1970, Michael Ondaatje made a documentary film, Sons of Captain Poetry. 


